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Panter or Panther (1) Austin, a full blood Cherokee Native was probably born between 1830 and 1845 
in the Appalachian Mountains in the area that is now in the states of North and South Carolina, North 
Georgia, East Tennessee, or North Alabama. The exact place is not mentioned in the testimony of his son, 
Samuel Austin, when he was questioned by the Dawes Commission in 1896 at Remy of the Sequoyah 
District of the Cherokee Nation, in Indian Territory.  This is now the State of Oklahoma. 
 
It is not known what Panter and his wife Sallie 
(Sarah) Tyler did during the American Civil 
War, or where they lived.  They might have been 
part of The Cherokee Removal of 1838, or they 
might have participated in later migrations to the 
Cherokee Nation, West. In September of 1864 
their son, Samuel Austin was born in the 
Sequoyah District. That is where the family was 
living in 1880 when a Census of the Cherokee 
was taken. 
 
Either Panter Austin died young, before 1874, or 
Sallie married George Daylight, when Panter left 
her. Sallie and George had a daughter named 
Sarah Daylight, who was born in March of 1875 
in the Cherokee Nation. On the Cherokee Roll of 
1880, Samuel Austin used his step-father’s 
name, Daylight, for his registration as a tribe 
member.  His half-sister, Sarah Daylight, 
continued to live with Sam’s family until she 
was grown. 
 
Sam married Malinda Ratley in 1893, in the 
Sequoyah District.  She was also a full blood 
Cherokee Native. The Dawes Card #1420 for the 
family of Samuel Austin names all his children 
and in-laws.  The parents of his wife Malinda 
were Swimmer Ratley and Nancy. Malinda had 
been married previously to Andy Rogers and 
had a son named Jack Rogers who was born in 
1891. Jack lived with Malinda and Sam Austin. 
 Enrollment of Samuel, Malinda and children 
On November 6, 1901, Samuel died young. He was age 37, according to an affidavit included in his 
Dawes Packet. No gravestone at Belfonte Cemetery was photographed by findagrave.com. Sam could 
have been buried in an unmarked grave. 
 
The children of Sam and Malinda were: Lizzie, Minnie, Josie, and William. 
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1. Lizzie was born in 1892. She died, a single woman, in 1918 when she was 26 years old. 
2. Minnie was born in 1894. She died in 1906, at age twelve. 
3. Josie was born in 1897. Josie married George Sanders in 1930 in Long Twp, Sequoyah Co, Oklahoma. 
George was a full blood Cherokee, the son of Joseph Coleman. Josie died 1993 and is buried with the rest 
of her siblings and mother in Belfonte Cemetery, Sequoyah Co. Josie was buried next to her husband 
George who died in 1983. 
4.  William Austin was born in February of 1901, 
eight months before his father died. 

William married Winnie after 1930. He and 
Winnie probably had children, but they are 
not known. William lived a long life. He died 
in 1974 at age 73, at Muldrow, Sequoyah 
County, and is buried with his wife in 
Belfonte Cemetery. 

  
Sam’s wife, Malinda, sometimes called Linda or 
Lindy, had a brother named Jackson 
Cookinghead born 1875 whose wife was named 
Nancy.  The Cookingheads lived with Sam 
Austin and his family in 1900. So, Nancy Ratley, 
mother of Malinda, had another husband named 
Cookinghead after Swimmer Ratley was gone. 
 
James Eagle was the third husband of Malinda 
Ratley Rogers Austin Eagle. Malinda lived until 
December 24, 1928.  She was buried in Belfonte 
cemetery in Sequoyah, OK near her home. Her 
children are buried there also. On the U. S. 
Census of 1920, James Eagle age 30, a farmer, 
and wife Malindy Eagle age 52 has a son living 
with them age 6 who is named John Henry Kirk. 
It is not known who his parents might be. George 
Sanders, the future son-in-law of Malinda is also 
in the household. 
 Birth Certificate of Josie Austin  
On the same page, Malinda’s children, Josie and Willie Austin are living with a A. C. Gardenhire b 1884 
and wife Nelly born 1891. Josie and Willie are listed as step-daughter and step-son of the couple.  Since 
Nelly is close in age to the children there is a conflict in the records.  Perhaps the enumerator got family # 
119 and #129 mixed up.  These would be the step-children of James Eagle, unless Malinda married 
Gardenhire before Nelly did. This Nelly could not be Elizabeth Austin, Malinda’s daughter because her 
tombstone has her death date as 1918, before this census.  Also, her name on the stone is Austin, not 
Gardenhire. 
 
Note: That since Sam did not die until after the 1900 U. S. Census and Indian Population 
 
   
  
censuses were taken, the birth dates of his family can be compared with those on the Dawes Card #1420 
dated August 15, 1900. The U. S. Census of 1910, 1920, 1930 of Long Township, Sequoyah County, 
Oklahoma, have records for the children of Sam and Malinda Austin. 
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Footnote 1: Names and their spelling may not be accurate on Dawes Cards because The Dawes 
Commission used translators to understand the Cherokee language and clerks then wrote the name in 
English on the card according to their own spelling abilities. One example is that the name Eagle is 
sometimes spelled Cagle on records.  Helen Austin 2010. 
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Family Gravestones - Belfonte 
Cemetery in Sequoyah, OK 


